
 

 

 
 
 

 

How will Vision Studio School support students? 
  

We will be delivering a personalised learning experience for all our students in a close 

knit, family environment where we prioritise personal discipline, respect and care for 

each other and our community.  

 

Our unique curriculum and personalised learning opportunity will ensure that academic, 

social and emotional support will be there for every student. In addition we will offer 

qualifications, which inform employers that individual students have achieved a certain 

level of knowledge. We will also coach sets of skills that aren’t examined or graded, but 

which will be valuable in work and personal life. These are the things employer are 

looking for in the people they employ and they come together under the CREATE 

curriculum.  

 

Prior to starting at Vision Studio School, information will have been gathered from 

previous schools, to ensure smooth transition. These sources could include:  

 Information from feeder schools via learner information monitoring system 

(SIMS) 

 Liaison visits 

 Transitional reviews 

 Curriculum Levels /LOP  

 

All students will also be assessed on entry to Vision Studio School in the following ways: 

 Further specific diagnostic assessment of some of the cohort identified 

previously, using        

 Standardised testing eg NGRT, CAT 4  

 Subject area comments, ‘working at’ levels  

 Learner referrals (self, parent or learning coach)  

 EHCP and annual review documentation  

 Monitoring, assessment, review and record-keeping in line with the school’s 

organisation of the code of practice for SEN.  

 

The data gathered from any of the above is shared with learning coaches in order for 

them to fully differentiate their subject curriculum to meet the needs of a learner. 

Personal coaches have specialist training to support students with additional needs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

How will you know if my child or young person needs extra 

help?  
 

The progress of all students is assessed and recorded by subject coaches in line with the 

Academy Trust’s assessment, recording and reporting policy. 

 

In terms of the identification of students who may need additional help, students may 

approach if they feel they may have an additional need. Learning and personal coaches or 

other staff may highlight a particular concern relating to progress.  

 

Additional needs may be identified from information from parents, previous schools and 

outside agencies. Such concerns will be discussed with parents and students to identify if 

extra help is necessary and the form it may take.  

What should I do if I think my child or young person needs 

extra help?  

 
If your child has not yet joined the school then please contact our SENCO – Mr Rob 

Redmond. If you have concerns regarding a particular subject then please contact the 

learning coach or personal coach by contacting reception.  

 

Where can I find the school’s SEND policy and other related 

documents?  
 

All current policies can be found on the Vision Studio School website under the ‘about 

us’ section. If you have issues accessing these please contact the school’s Centre 

Coordinator who will help you access these documents. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Teaching and learning support 
  

How will you teach and support my child or young person with 

SEND?  

 
We encourage parents to work with us as partners for their child’s education and 

progress.  

 

Students with significant additional needs are assigned Personal coaches. In addition to 

coaching, the role and function of support will vary between subject areas. It may take 

the form of supporting the student in the classroom, contributing to the modification 

and production of teaching materials or providing advice to learning coaches. 

 

There is an on-going practice of liaison between the Learning Coach and Personal Coach 

to promote effective teaching. Support is initially allocated to students whose education 

health and care plans specify in-class or tutorial support.  

  

 Students are encouraged to seek additional assistance at lunchtimes from 

personal coaches.  

 Appropriate examination and access arrangements are made for students with 

specific needs.  

 Student achievements are recognised, celebrated and, where appropriate, 

communicated to parents.  

 

How will the curriculum and learning environment be matched 

to my child or young person’s needs?  
 

We have an expectation for exceptional quality teaching and learning. For most 

students, access to mainstream quality lessons is the entirety of the support they may 

need. All staff are expected to differentiate to meet the needs of the students they 

teach, this will be based on information shared with them by the SENCO.  

 

Students with SEN are encouraged, along with their parents, to help personal coaches. 

They can do this by providing personal profiles highlighting their strengths, needs and 

particular strategies which they find helpful. Staff will receive appropriate updates about 

the needs of particular students. Monitoring is intrinsic to the progress of all students 

and will take place regularly to ensure that the needs of all students are met. Feedback 

will be given to parents.  

 

Some students may need additional support and the SENCO will discuss with parents 

any provision based on the need of the student, and the type of extra support required 

to support progress. In these cases the setting up and monitoring of any plans that  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

involve the provision of additional support will be the responsibility of the SENCO, 

depending on the nature of the need and the type of extra support that has been put in 

place. At times there will be a need to consult with outside agencies (eg. CAMHS, social 

services, speech and language therapy, occupational therapy) and this will be done 

through the SENCO, again depending on the identified need.  

 

In terms of access arrangements for external exam provision, assessment for this will 

take place in Year 10 and 12 and will be conducted by the SENCO. Access to exam 

support is based on robust criteria including the results from a wide range of tests, and 

must meet the exam board requirements set out by the joint council for qualifications.  

It must be made clear that occasionally parents ask for extra support in exams where 

there is no history of previous need. Currently this would preclude a student from 

accessing such support.  

 

For parents who wish to find out about the variety of subjects that are taught at Vision 

Studio School, information can be found on our website at 

www.visionstudioschool.co.uk under curriculum or an appointment can be made with 

the school.  

 

How are the school resources allocated and matched to 

children or young people’s needs?  
 

The SEN budget is managed by Vision Studio School leadership team and is allocated to 

the provision of resources. These include:  

 Personal coaches  

 Resources for students with SEND  

 Provision of outside specialist services  

 

How is the decision made about what type and how much 

support my child or young person will receive? Who will make 

the decision and on what basis?  
 

The decision making process for the type of support a child needs would begin after 

identification that extra help is necessary. Once this has been identified and discussed 

with both parents and student the type of support that is required will be discussed. The 

majority of extra support can be found within the provision already put in place by us. If 

there is a need for support that is not currently already in place within Vision Studio 

School, we will discuss with parents the feasibility of implementing additional support. 

When necessary the senior leadership team would be consulted, for example where 

timetable modifications were recommended.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

How will equipment and facilities to support children or young 

people with SEND be secured?  
 

The SENCO will take the lead in securing equipment and facilities for young people. This 

may be delegated to the appropriate Personal Coach or Learning Coach, but this will be 

coordinated in all cases by the SENCO.  

 

Again parents may know of suppliers of equipment, facilities or facilitators that may be 

beneficial for a student with particular needs. In such cases recommendations are always 

welcomed, although the feasibility of utilising them would have to be discussed. 

 

How will you and I know how my child or young person is doing 

and how will you help me to support their learning?  
 

In terms of progress within the classroom, student progress is reported three times a 

year by Learning Coaches. These reviews are closely monitored by Personal Coaches, 

the SENCO and the Senior Team. Student progress is shared with parents via pupil 

tracking. Parents are also invited into the Vision Studio School to meet with teaching 

staff to discuss the progress of their child at our termly parents evenings (please see 

website for dates). 

 

Additional meetings will be scheduled for students with education health and care plans.  

For parents who wish to have more detailed and individual discussions about their 

child’s progress, we would encourage them to contact their Personal Coach or Learning 

Coach (if it is subject related) or for wider concerns, the SENCO.  

 

We encourage all parents to take an active role in using the above structures to 

monitor the performance of their child, and work with us to ensure their child makes 

the best progress.  

 

How does the school consult with and involve children or 

young people with SEND in planning and reviewing their 

education? 
  

In addition to the above arrangements, students with SEN regularly review their 

progress with Personal Coaches. They are encouraged along with their parents, to help 

provide personal profiles highlighting for staff their strengths, needs and specifically 

helpful strategies. Educational health care plans will be reviewed annually with students 

by SENCO (depending on the nature of the SEN) together with any relevant external 

agencies and parents.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

How does the school assess and evaluate the effectiveness and 

sufficiency of its arrangements and provision for children or 

young people with SEND?  
 

The SENCO will review the effectiveness of the policy as part of the SEN development 

plan and will liaise regularly with the special educational needs governor to review any 

developments within the school.  

 

The Governors’ annual report to parents will include an evaluation of the effectiveness 

of the policy and arrangements made.  

 

Keeping students safe and supporting their 

wellbeing  
 

How do you ensure that my child or young person stays safe 

outside of the classroom?  
 

Principal Chris Hatherall will ensure appropriate safeguarding and child protection 

measures are in place to support all young people at Vision Studio School.  

 

What pastoral support is available for my child or young 

person’s overall well-being?  

 
It is the responsibility of all staff to ensure the safety and welfare of our students. All 

staff have attended additional training sessions and are experienced in working with 

students with additional needs. 

 

How will the school manage my child or young person’s 

medicine or personal care needs?  

 
 The SENCO is responsible for medical plans and medical plan reviews. 

 The receptionist is responsible for supervision of medicines kept in school. 

 The senior team are responsible for ensuring that students with medical needs 

are supported appropriately, in order to facilitate their academic achievement at 

Vision Studio School.  

 

What support is available to assist with my child or young 

person’s emotional and social development?  

 
The SENCO/Personal Coach team will aim to provide support to students on an 

individual or group basis according to their needs. This support may include multi-agency 

working, referrals to outside agencies for further support and liaison with parents and 

carers as appropriate.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

What support is there for behaviour, avoiding exclusions and 

increasing attendance?  

 
It is the Attendance Officer who will lead on attendance ensuring that students who 

require additional support are identified early and that interventions are coordinated 

with the Personal Coach team in order to maintain and improve attendance and 

achievement levels.  

 

These interventions could include: 

 Attendance review meetings with the student and parent/carers 

 Referrals to the attendance improvement team 

 Liaison with the teaching staff 

 

At the Vision Studio School we aim to deliver individually tailored interventions for 

students to supplement our behaviour policy in order to avoid exclusions and provide 

students with the opportunity to remain engaged positively with their education.  

 

Working together and roles 
 

What is the role of my child or young person’s learning coach? 
  

The role of the Learning Coach at Vision Studio School is to ensure that learning is 

differentiated appropriately to meet all needs within the classroom. They will ensure 

that additional support is identified and met through wider specialist support services if 

necessary. 

  

Who else has a role in my child or young person’s education?  
 

Students with an EHCP and other students with SEN will be assigned a Personal Coach. 

Personal Coaches will liaise closely with students, Learning Coaches and parents. They 

will work with them to ensure that concerns are addressed, progress celebrated and 

matters that arise communicated, and if appropriate they will support students in 

lessons. Students may be supported within the workplace environment. Employers will 

be fully conversant with the student’s needs and will consider if those needs can be met 

within their workplace. The school, employer, student and parent could be involved in 

the discussions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

How does the school ensure that information about a child’s 

SEND or EHC plan is shared and understood by learning 

coaches and all relevant staff who come into contact with that 

child?  

 
Within Vision Studio School we share with all staff, a SEN provision map that details the 

needs of all students with SEN. We also have an additional needs register, which 

provides advice about students whose needs are not as significant (as defined in the 

SEND code of practice). All staff access SEN student profiles/passport and when new 

information comes in this is usually shared with staff via email.  

 

What expertise is available in the school in relation to SEND?  

 
Our SENCO is qualified and holds the National SENCO Award. A number of Vision 

Studio School staff are trained to understand the needs of a range of special educational 

needs including autism, speech, language difficulties and dyslexia. Staff and Governors will 

receive training on the new SEND code of practice and have access to online training 

packages. Where there is a particular need of a student the SENCO will endeavour, 

with support from parents and other groups, to source and provide training 

opportunities for staff.  

 

Which other services do you access to provide for and support 

pupils and students with SEND (including health, therapy and 

social care services)?  

 
At times it is necessary to seek the advice and support of other agencies so that the 

needs of students can be met. We can access support from:  

 An educational psychologist  

 CAMHS  

 School nurse  

 Independent advice and guidance  

 Counselling service  

 Whenever possible, an occupational therapy and the speech and language team  

 

Access to, advice from, and actions taken as a result will only be undertaken after 

discussion with parents and the student.  

 

Who would be my first point of contact if I want to discuss 

something?  
 

For parents who are worried we suggest a number of different routes depending on the 

nature of your concern:  

 The Learning  or Personal Coach if the concern is a pastoral one  

 The SENCO, for concerns regarding learning difficulties  

 Learning Coaches for concerns relating to a particular subject  



 

 

 

 

 

Please ask at reception for further help. 

  

Who is the SEN Coordinator and how can I contact them? 

(IRR)  

 
The SENCO is Mr. Rob Redmond.  

 

What roles do your governors have? What does the SEND 

Governor do?  

 

The SEND Governor is Mr. Lee Radford, who works closely with the SEN team on 

developing policies and ensuring that the needs of students with SEND are represented 

at Governors meetings.  

 

How will my child or young person be supported to have a 

voice in the school?  
 

Students with SEN regularly review their progress with Personal Coaches. Students have 

a significant role in the production of their personal student profiles. As part of their 

EHCP review all students are asked for their views on their progress, the type of 

support they receive and how they would like this to develop.  

 

Within Vision Studio School students are encouraged to have their voice through the 

school student council.  

 

What opportunities are there for parents to become involved 

in the school and/or to become governors?  

 
Parent governor elections will take place as vacancies arise on our local governing body. 

Parents are also encouraged to participate in the wider development of the Vision 

Studio School through engaging in awards evenings (celebrations of student work 

developed through project based learning), as employer partners and community 

partners. Please contact the school to discuss any opportunities available.  

 

What help and support is available for the family through the 

school?  

 
Initial discussions with the Principal will signpost the way forward.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Inclusion and accessibility  

 
How accessible is the school environment?  

 
The school is fully wheelchair accessible, which includes a lift to all floors. We have 

accessible parking bays and toilets. 

  

How accessible is the school information?  

 
Our website is updated regularly as well as our Twitter and Facebook accounts. 

Newsletters and parent/carer information evenings are calendared. There are many 

display areas within the school, which can be viewed by all. Reception staff are able to 

answer any queries.  

 

Additional points 

  
For students who use a wheel chair or who require disabled provision and access, we 

would strongly recommend that parents contact us. We can set up a meeting with the 

Principal and SENCO for a discussion, a tour of the school and potential work 

placement.  

 

For SEND students who require a measure of additional support to meet aspects of 

their SEND this should be discussed with the SENCO.  

 

Transition 
  

Who should I contact about my child or young person joining 

your school?  

 
Prospective students of Vision Studio School should contact Principal Chris Hatherall to 

arrange a visit to the school and a personal discussion regarding our unique offer.  

 

How can parents arrange a visit to your school?  

 
Please contact us directly. We welcome visitors to the Vision Studio School anytime and 

it really is best to see for yourself what we have to offer.  
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

How will you prepare and support my child or young person to 

join your school? How will you support them to move on to the 

next stage, or move on to adult life?  

 
For students joining us in Year 10 from other schools, there are a number of transition 

events including:  

 Open evenings 

 Taster events 

 Inspiration days 

 An extended transition programme offered for vulnerable students  

 

Staff will obtain advice on students including progress grades, SEND information and 

particular levels of need during the summer term.  

 

For students joining us from other schools/educational 

establishments  
 

We would ask parents in these circumstances to contact us directly and ask to meet 

with a member of the school leadership team. 

 

 

 
 


