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English Department – using BKSB to support learning 2016-17 

The context: 

The nature of English examinations has changed; coursework is no longer an option and 
they have become increasingly more challenging. Pupils will now be assessed by two 
examinations at the end of year 11 which will test their reading, writing and analytical skills. 
The nature of the texts has also increased in difficulty and it has been suggested that pupils 
will need a higher reading age to access these texts. To prepare for this, the English 
department recommends further individual practise of these key skills outside of the 
classroom.  

Why BKSB? 

We believe BKSB is an excellent tool to support pupils with additional learning around their 
English course. BKSB is an online skills building resource that allows pupils to access a range 
of electronic English resources targeted to their individual needs. It also includes resources 
on the new specification (first exam 2017) which is appropriate for both our current Year 10 
and Year 11 pupils. 

How to access the resource: 

Pupils should log on to the dedicated website using the address below and use their college 
username and, in the first instance, the word ‘password’. After their initial log in, pupils will 
be asked to change to a more memorable password. 

https://VisionStudioSchool.bksblive2.co.uk 
 

What next? 

After pupils log in they should select the English course most relevant to their level of study 
(GCSE or Functional Skills). After taking both the initial and diagnostic assessments, the 
programme will signpost the pupil ‘what they should do next’. It creates an individualised 
programme for your child based on their current knowledge and skills.  

N.B. Current Year 10 and Year 11 pupils should access the resources entitled ‘GCSE English 
(current). 

If you require any further assistance you can contact me directly on 
robert.penn@visionstudioschool.ac.uk 

 

https://visionstudioschool.bksblive2.co.uk/

