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“We have the 
backing of some of 
the area’s leading 
employers, who all 
support our vision.”

Dame	Asha	Khemka	DBE
Chair Vision Studio School

Principal and Chief Executive
West Nottinghamshire 

College Group

 

West Nottinghamshire College 
Group is the very proud sponsor of 
Vision Studio School. The school 
is unique to our local area and 
inspires young people who learn 
by doing.

The college is well placed to be the 
sponsor of this exciting school. We are 
widely-regarded as a leader within the 
education and skills arena, having a long 
tradition of working with employers and 
a track record of academic success. The 
studio school offers a real alternative 
to mainstream school that puts the 
emphasis on developing the right skills 
and attitude for employment. 

The school is a small, friendly and 
business-orientated environment 
where teamwork, respect and personal 
responsibility are key.
 
Based at Chesterfield Road, the school 
specialises in engineering and health 
and care occupations, two of the growth 
sectors for Mansfield and Ashfield. This 
site has been significantly refurbished 
for the sole use of the studio school. We 
have the backing of some of the area’s 
leading employers, who all support 
our vision to improve young people’s 
prospects and employability through a 
new way of learning.

Vision Studio School provides a 
unique opportunity for students 
at 14 and 16 to access a different 
way of learning. The school has 
established strong links with local 
employers who provide industry 
experience. By following on the 
school’s specialist pathways our 
students have progressed onto 
high-status apprenticeships, 
university and meaningful 
employment.

The learning experience at the studio 
school follows a different model from the 
traditional secondary school, offering an 
exciting and practical alternative, both in 
and out of the classroom. Students study 
the core subjects of English, mathematics, 
science and their technical specialism 
in either engineering, health sciences or 
health and care, but also work weekly with 
local businesses; building an impressive 
portfolio of work experience, practical 
knowledge and skills for employment. 

I recognise that choosing a new school 
at age 14, or even at 16, is a very big 
decision and one that should not be 
taken lightly. We want you to have as 
much information as possible, so contact 
us or come along to one of our regular 
information sessions for parents and 
young people if you feel you need more 
information to help you make the right 
decision.
 
We are committed to providing the 
best possible learning experience 
for young people that ultimately 
helps them discover and follow their 
career ambitions. Young people have 
an immense amount of talent and 
creativity – it is our job to bring this out 
and enable them to shine.

The school prides itself on offering tailored 
educational pathways that will lead 
students into local work opportunities; 
creating individuals who are work-ready 
and possess the practical skillset that 
employers are looking for.

We believe in nurturing the talent of 
young people by challenging them with 
projects set by local businesses, and 
helping them to gain the confidence 
they need in order to make a successful 
transition between school and the 
workplace.

The school team is passionate about this 
innovative approach to education and they 
bring a wealth of educational and industry 
experience to the school and we hope that 
you, like us, choose Vision Studio School 
as your academic and technical stepping 
stone into a successful career.

I look forward to meeting you at one of our 
open events and welcome the opportunity 
to show you around the school.   

“We believe in 
nurturing the talent 
of young people by 
challenging them.”

Chris	Hatherall
Principal

 

WELCOME FROM THE SPONSOR WELCOME FROM THE SCHOOL
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Vision Studio School provides a rich and varied curriculum, which places 
a strong emphasis on contextualising technical learning, to provide 
students with the necessary skills and knowledge to apply their learning 
in the world of work. Theoretical learning is brought to life through 
prolonged engagement with employers and real work environments. 
A typical day will be filled with references to the world of work and 
commercial enterprise. The curriculum is personalised and tailored to 
a student’s prior learning, their experience, aspirations and technical 
interests. Teaching staff are industry specialists as well as qualified 
teachers.

Our expectations in terms of students’ attainment are high, with 
individuals encouraged to achieve at the highest possible level. Each 
student’s progress is closely monitored to ensure that they exceed 
expectations and reach their full potential. 

All	students	will	follow	two	technical	
awards	(equivalent	to	0ne	GCSE	each)	in	
their	chosen	specialism.	

In engineering, students will study the 
following technical qualifications:
� Engineering Design and Product 

Investigation
� Engineering Electronics and Computer 

Controlled Technologies.

In health and care, students will study the 
following technical qualifications:
� Health and Social Care
� Children’s Play, Learning and 

Development.

All	students	will	complete	the	following	
GCSEs:

� English
� English literature
� Mathematics
� Core science
� Additional science
� Citizenship.

Each student will undertake regular work 
placements throughout the year, with 
the opportunity for a block placement at 
the end of the summer term.
Students will also complete the Level 2 
European Computer Driving Licence.

Level 3* 
(Two-year study programme)

� All Level 3 students will follow a BTEC 
Extended Diploma in their chosen 
specialism.
� Engineering students will 

work towards a BTEC Extended 
Diploma in Engineering.

� Health and care students will 
work towards a BTEC Extended 
Diploma in Health Science.

� Any student who has not achieved 
Level 2 qualifications in English or 
maths will be required to follow these 
courses with a view to achieving GCSE 
grade C or above (at least 4 points).

� Each student will undertake a 
work placement for up to two days 
per week, with the opportunity to 
complete a block placement over the 
summer term.

Level 2 – Pre-apprenticeship 
programme  
(One-year/two-year study 
programme)

� All Level 2 pre-apprenticeship 
students will follow a technical 
certificate qualification in their 
chosen specialism.

� All Level 2 pre-apprenticeship 
students will also study a BTEC 
Level 2 Certificate in Understanding 
Enterprise and Entrepreneurship.

� Students without a C grade (at least 
4 points) in maths and/or English 
will continue to study these subjects 
as Functional Skills literacy and/
or numeracy, or GCSE equivalent, 
depending on previous grades.

� Each student will undertake a 
work placement for up to two days 
per week, with the opportunity to 
complete at least four weeks of block 
placement per year.

KEY STAGE 4 
(Years 10 and 11)

KEY STAGE 5  
(Years 12 and 13)

OUR CURRICULUM OFFER CURRICULUM OVERVIEW

For all year groups there will be a range of enrichment activities including industry-
led trips and visits, project-based learning, social action projects, involvement in NCS 
and business entrepreneur opportunities.

*There are specific entry requirements to study at Level 3 in Year 12. Generally, 
students will be expected to have achieved at least five GCSEs at A*-C (four points 
and above) or have successfully completed an Extended Certificate in their chosen 
discipline alongside GCSEs.
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Students in Years 10 and 11 study 
a Level 2 technical qualification 
in health and social care or 
engineering.

In Years 12 and 13 our students can 
progress on to a Level 3 qualification in 
their chosen specialism.

Assessment is carried out via a mixture of 
external exams and internally-assessed 
coursework assignments.

Following their time at the school, 
students can either enter directly into 
employment, or pursue further HNC/
HND, or degree-level qualifications with 
our sponsor Vision West Nottinghamshire 
College or at university.

VISION STUDIO SCHOOL SPECIALISMS
  HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE

These qualifications develop the 
knowledge and skills needed when 
working with adults and children in health 
and social care environments.

Health and care professions constitute a 
significant portion of the employment in 
this area with opportunities in nursing,
midwifery, social care, domiciliary care, 
youth and child services and biomedicine, 
across both the public and private sectors.

You will study a combination of 
practical, work-based and theory units 
as well as taking external exams. These 
qualifications will be delivered at Vision 
Studio School’s site at Chesterfield Road in 
Mansfield. 

Core and mandatory units include:
�	Human lifespan development 
�	Working in health and social care 
�	Anatomy and physiology for health 

and social care.

Optional units include:
�	Biomedical science 
�	Nutritional health
�	Physiological disorders and their
 care.

  ENGINEERING

These qualifications develop the practical 
skills and underpinning knowledge 
required to work safely and effectively 
when developing, designing and 
maintaining engineering projects.
Engineering is one of the largest 
employment sectors in the Mansfield and 
Ashfield area and nationally; employers 
report significant skills shortages in 
engineering occupations. 

Engineering is central to a range 
of businesses including aerospace, 
transport, medicine and construction. The 
engineering sector is a key component to 
the continued growth and success of the 
UK.

You will study a combination of practical 
and theory subjects, with access to the 
sponsor’s new Engineering Innovation 
Centre.

Core and mandatory units include:
�	The engineered world 
�	Investigating an engineered product
�	Interpreting and using engineering 

information 
�	Engineering design
�	Electrical and electronic circuit 

construction 
�	Testing computer applications in 

engineering. 

However, these are flexible and may be 
changed over time to respond to changes 
nationally and to best cater for the 
students applying to study engineering at 
Vision Studio School.
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WHAT OUR EMPLOYERS SAY The school works with over 175 different partner organisations  
to provide meaningful work placement opportunities for 

 students at the studio school.

10

“TIS are delighted to be working with Vision Studio School in providing high- 
quality work placements at our Mansfield production facilities. Students have 
the opportunity to experience work across a range of engineering disciplines 
including research and development, computer-aided design, manufacturing 

servicing and repair facilities. TIS recognise the need to provide career 
opportunities to students in the community to support our growth plan.”

James	Twigg	
Managing Director - Combined Services Division

“Vision Studio School is creating the next generation of 
health care and health science practitioners. I am delighted 

to be working with the school in providing access to 
world-class training facilities and specialist clinical staff 

to support the delivery of the school’s unique industry-led 
curriculum.”

Lee	Radford	
Deputy Director of Training, Education and Development

Sherwood Forest Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust

“I am really pleased to be able to support Vision Studio School in ensuring its 
curriculum reflects the practice found in industry and meets employers’ needs.  

The school provides an excellent opportunity for students to develop their 
employability skills including the attitudes and behaviours for work that the 

region’s economy needs.”

Scott	Knowles	
Chief Executive - East Midlands Chamber

Nottingham City Transport



Q ASTUDENT
Q: What helped you decide to apply?
A:  I liked that you could do a BTEC and GCSEs 

as well as work experience. I just think it 
sounded like a better education. 

 Cerys Godber

Q:  Has the school met or exceeded your 
expectations?

A:  Definitely exceeded. I’d never done 
engineering before, but the school trusted 
me to do Level 3, so I’ve got more confidence 
now. 

 Sam Eames

Q: Do you think coming to Vision Studio School 
will help in your chosen career?

A:  I think it will help me to get the grades 
needed to go into further training and I’ll also 
have work experience too. 

 Tyler Tarft

WHAT OUR STUDENTS SAY
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“I chose to move to the studio school in Year 10 so that I could 
focus on my core GCSEs, and health and social care; which is the 

area that I’d like to work in later in life. 

“I get to focus all my efforts on the subjects that I am really 
interested in and with the class sizes being much smaller than my 

last school, I get a lot of support from the teachers.”
Phoebe	Brentnall	

Year 10, health and social care student

“The teachers treat you with 
respect and have more time for you 

as an individual rather than just 
concentrating on the class as a whole.”

Shea	Boam
Year 10, health and social care student

“It’s great being able to choose your own work placement with the support 
of the teachers and personal coaches. 

“I’ve worked at Surestart Children’s Centre for one day a week throughout 
Year 12 which has increased my confidence, teamwork skills and helped me 

to build working relationships with professional people.”
Ellie	Tindall	

Year 13, health and social care student

“The smaller class sizes and one-to-one 
support alongside my work placement 

at TIS have improved my confidence and 
employability skills.”

Tom	Place
Year 11, engineering student

“The teachers are really focussed on the students and they always 
have time to help me as an individual. I enjoy gaining practical 

engineering experience at school where we have great facilities and 
a variety of hand tools and machines to practise on. 

“This has given me confidence for my work placements at Bulwell 
Metalics and Redfern Travel.”

Luke	Yates	
Year 11, engineering student



... AND THEIR PARENTS SAY

� The school brings a mature, 
workplace approach to learning.

� My child is proud to say they attend 
Vision Studio School.

� I made the right decision in moving 
my child to Vision Studio School.

� My child is well-taught at the 
school.

� The school offers valuable work-
based and social action project 
experience.

� The school is well-led and managed.
� The school responds well to any 

concerns I raise.
� I would recommend the school to 

another parent.

*Vision Studio School parent feedback questionnaire 2015.

“The staff at Vision Studio School are remarkable! They make a 
personal effort to get to know each young person individually. 

They go the extra mile to make sure that every student receives 
the support that they need to help them succeed.  

“I’ve seen a remarkable change in my daughter who has a  
new-found confidence. At Vision Studio School she is 

 absolutely flourishing.”
Nicola	Smith	

parent of Freya Smith, Year 11, health and social care

“I am just glad there is a unique way 
of learning now available to those 

who thrive best in this kind 
of environment.”

Lisa	Hart
parent

“My daughter joined the studio school in Year 10 to study 
engineering alongside her GCSEs and has now progressed into 

the school’s sixth form. 

“Her confidence has grown and she genuinely enjoys going 
to school. The school offers excellent teaching, learning and 

support for all students.”
Caroline	Cornock	

parent of Lillie Cornock, Year 12, engineering

 94%
of parents told us:*

“I think the school has totally turned my 
daughter’s life around …we could not  

be happier.”
A	Taylor
parent

“Since starting Vision Studio School 
my daughter has become a more 

confident, enthusiastic and engaging 
individual. I’ve seen what a positive and 
encouraging role the school has on my 

daughter in all aspects of learning.”
Claire	Bryan

parent
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FACILITIES
The school has a modern range of facilities to 
provide a complete, safe and secure learning 
environment in which to learn and socialise. 

In 2014 the site underwent a £1.1 million refurbishment, to 
give the fabulous 1920s building a modern feel inside whilst 
maintaining its overall character. All of our classrooms and 
learning spaces have Clevertouch Smart TVs that fully-
integrate with a range of mobile devices including the 
students’ tablets.

ICT facilities include a bespoke CAD/CAM (computer aided 
design/computer aided manufacture) suite with  3D and laser 
printers as well as several other ICT rooms throughout the 
building.

We also have a dedicated project room that can be used as 
‘break out’ space to develop individual and group work, and 
launch project-based learning sessions.

Our three science laboratories are fully-equipped to deliver a 
rich learning experience for GCSE Science, Health and Social 
Care and Engineering BTEC qualifications. This includes 
biometric resources and a range of electronics equipment.

We have a spacious and bright canteen area covering the 
ground and first floor with full, open Wi-Fi coverage. This
area can also be used as a social space between lessons and is 
available for personal study time.

Also opened in September 2014, the studio school has full- 
access to its sponsor’s world-class engineering centre at 
Sutton-in-Ashfield. This exciting new facility provides industry-
leading teaching spaces, workshops and laboratories for both 
practical and academic learning.
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DRESS CODE

Good quality, affordable business clothing is available 
from a number of local retailers including ASDA, Tesco, 

Sainsbury’s, Next and H&M.

Vision Studio School has a dress code that applies to 
both students and staff. All students and staff should 
dress in a way that is consistent with the professional 
and business ethos of the school. 

It is our school policy that all students wear formal or vocational 
business dress when attending school, or when participating in a 
school organised event outside normal school hours.

We ask all parents who send their children to our school to 
support the dress code policy. We believe that parents have a duty 
to send their children to school correctly dressed and ready for 
their daily schoolwork. 

One of the responsibilities of parents is to ensure that their child 
has the correct business dress and that the clothing is clean and 
in good repair.

School staff and operating procedures

Jewellery and make-up should be discrete and professional in 
appearance. Ear piercings are acceptable, provided the jewellery 
is of a conservative and professional nature, such as studs and 
sleepers. 

In order to maintain a safe workplace, wearing facial piercings 
other than in ears is not permitted (i.e. nose rings, eyebrow rings, 
tongue etc.).

Hair should be worn in a neat and tidy fashion and be of a 
discrete and professional colour and style. If occupational health 
and safety rules require it, long hair should be worn tied back. 

A copy of the school’s dress code policy can be found on the 
school website and clearly outlines the school’s expectations. 
Hard copies are available on request. 

Subsidised uniform is available for qualifying students. For more 
information please contact the school.

BUSINESS DRESS
Shirt and tie

Business suit/jacket 
(black, dark grey or navy)

Tailored trousers

Shirt/blouse

Skirt 
(appropriate length)

Discreet make-up and jewellery

Formal black shoes

ENGINEERING WORKWEAR 

HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE WORKWEAR 
Clinical tunic 

(school logo navy blue)
Clinical trousers  

(Navy blue)

Soft shell jacket Polo shirt   
(school logo)

Soft shell jacket Polo shirt   
(school logo)

18

Work wear options are an alternative to business dress, and 
are better suited to technical activities whilst studying the 

schools vocational options. 



Complete a paper copy of the application form, 
available from the school or apply online at www.
visionstudioschool.co.uk

Make sure you complete and send your 
application as soon as possible to give yourself 
the best chance of securing a place.

If accepted, your place at school will be confirmed 
by letter.

HOW DO I APPLY?

2

3

4

5

Make sure you complete and send your 
application as soon as possible.
You can apply until 31 October 2016. Late 
applications will be accepted and, should places 
be available, offers made.

If you apply online you will receive an email 
with the outcome of your application on 16 
November 2017. Anyone applying after 31 
October 2016 will be allocated a place in line 
with the school admission arrangements.

Year 10
Applications for Year 10 for September 2017 will be 
direct to Vision Studio School.

The closing date for applications for Year 10 will be  
31 October 2016, however, applications will be processed 
after this date in line with the schools admissions 
policy.

Applications can be made directly via the website,	or a 
hard copy of the application form is available from the 
school.

For more information about our application process 
and to see a copy of our admissions policy go to: 
www.visionstudioschool.co.uk 

Year 12
Applications for Year 12 for September 2017 will be 
direct to Vision Studio School.

The closing date for applications for Year 12 will be  
31 October 2016, however, applications will be processed 
after this date in line with the schools admissions 
policy.

Applications can be made directly via the website or a 
paper copy of the application form is available from the 
school.

For more information about our application process 
and to see a copy of our admissions policy go to: 
www.visionstudioschool.co.uk4

1

2

6

Once the application is received by the school you 
will be invited into the school for an interview.
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1
Complete a paper copy of the application form, 
available from the school or apply online at 
www.visionstudioschool.co.uk

Admission over-subscription criteria is used to 
decide how places are allocated when there are 
more applications than places available. Refer 
to the admissions policy at	visionstudioschool.
co.uk/files/admissions-policy-2017-18.pdf

If more applications are received than places 
available the school will apply its over-
subscription criteria (see our admissions policy 
at	visionstudioschool.co.uk/files/admissions-
policy-2017-18.pdf).

5

You will be invited to attend an individual 
information and guidance session as well 
as invited to attend welcome activites, to 
ensure your transition from Year 9 to Year 10 
at the studio school is effective.

Year 12 applicants who are offered and accept 
a place at the school will be invited to attend 
welcome days and activities to ensure a 
smooth transition from year 11 to year 12 at 
the school.
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GETTING TO VISION STUDIO SCHOOL HOW DO I FIND OUT MORE?

DR  DERBY ROAD

CC  CONSTRUCTION CENTRE

EIC	 ENGINEERING INNOVATION CENTRE

ABBREVIATIONS
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Students at Vision Studio School will be able to take advantage of the sponsor’s 
extensive transport network. Vision West Nottinghamshire College runs 12 bus routes 
across Shirebrook, Bolsover, Ashfield and Mansfield – this service is available to studio 
school students.
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T:	01623	413622
 
If you have a query please contact us via:
E:	 info@visionstudioschool.co.uk
W:	 www.visionstudioschool.co.uk
	 	 /visionstudioschool	
	 	 @VStudioSchool

Chesterfield Road South
Mansfield
Nottinghamshire
NG19 7BB

OPEN EVENINGS
We will be holding open events throughout the year. The events will take place at the Vision Studio 

School, starting	at	6pm.* To reserve a place at the next information evening go to:
www.visionstudioschool.co.uk

2016
Tuesday 8 November

2017
Thursday 23 February

Tuesday 25 April
Thursday 15 June

*Dates and times correct at the time of print. For more information on upcoming open evenings visit: 
www.visionstudioschool.co.uk

The information given in this brochure is for guidance only. In compiling it the Trust has taken every care to be as accurate as possible,  
but the brochure must be read as subject to change at any time and without notice.  


