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It’s been a really busy first few 
months for our new school and 
I’m very pleased with the progress 
students have made.
We started the school year with students in Year 10 
and Year 12 following courses in either engineering 
or health and care. Staff have made it a priority to 
get to know all our students so we can individualise 
everybody’s learning programme to achieve 
maximum progress in all areas. 

In Year 10, students have combined their vocational 
courses with the core subjects of English, maths and 
science, and enjoyed participating in co-ordinated 
project-based learning.

Meanwhile, Year 12 students have produced high-
quality work in their assignments, with a number 
looking at improved grades in English and maths 
alongside their vocational studies.

Both year groups have benefitted from sessions 
delivered by industry professionals, which really help 
bring their specialisms to life.

In January we hosted an event with Nottinghamshire 
County Council, which saw employers from the adult 
social care sector holding information stands for 
students to find out more about the services they 
provide and work experience opportunities available. 
The council’s children’s and young people’s services 
team will be promoting additional opportunities at 
an open event at school on Thursday 19 March.

As part of their citizenship qualification, all Year 10 
students will be meeting staff at the Galleries of 
Justice, in Nottingham, where they will take part in 
a mock trial. All students are currently learning their 
roles in both English and citizenship sessions; and 
will be expected to make their own way to the venue 
to develop their independence – just as though they 
were attending a job interview.

“there are 
 further exciting  
times ahead”

Students have also enjoyed putting their 
newly-acquired skills and knowledge into 
practice in some realistic, everyday situations. 
For example, the engineering group had the 
opportunity to service and repair some petrol 
engine forestry tools – with our young female 
engineers emerging as the ‘star group’ by  
fixing a petrol strimmer and returning it to 
working order.

All students, in both years, have been 
progressing through a preparation-for-work 
programme in school alongside their core 
academic and vocational qualifications. 
Indeed, many have now started a regular work 
placement within their chosen specialism.

We have engineering work placements at 
SDC Trailers, Swiftool, Tyler Brothers, Lindhurst 
Engineering and National Tyres, and health 
and care placements at Kings Mill Hospital, 
Jigsaw, Kirklands Care Home, Reach, Portland 
College and Sure Start, to name just a few.

I am really excited to see students growing 
in confidence and transferring the skills they 
have been developing in school into the world 
of work.

And there are further exciting times ahead, 
with more students set to embark on their 
placements over the coming weeks and 
months as we continue to develop unique 
opportunities to link education with 
employment.

Andy Campbell 
Principal

Welcome!



We rolled out the red 
carpet last term for 
our official opening 
by the national 
ambassador for studio 
schools, Lord Karan 
Bilimoria.
The life peer marked the occasion  
by unveiling a commemorative  
plaque before enjoying a tour of the 
building – which has undergone a  
£1.1 million refurbishment to provide a 
technology-rich learning environment 
– where he met with students, staff 
and employer partners.

Students heard about Lord Bilimoria’s 
success as an entrepreneur 
and businessman through his 
inspirational presentation of the 
‘Cobra Beer story’ and told him about 
their educational experience at the 
new school, which is the first of its 
kind in Nottinghamshire.

Meanwhile, local employers that are 
working with the school to provide 
project-based learning for students 
in engineering or health and care told 
him why they support this pioneering 
way of learning, aimed at preparing 
young people for the world of work.

The programmes of learning are 
designed to bridge the gap between 
education and employment and 
are being supported by many local 
employers – from small and medium-
sized enterprises to large public and 
private sector organisations who 

will mentor students through 
masterclass sessions and regular 
work placements.

Lord Bilimoria said: “I’m really 
impressed by what I’ve seen at the 
studio school. The classrooms and 
workshops are absolutely buzzing 
and the students are clearly 
enjoying it here.

“This is a new form of education 
that will bring huge benefits 
to Britain’s future. Not only 
are studio schools providing a 
learning experience offering the 
core subjects of English, maths 
and science, the students are also 
getting ‘work-ready’.

“This school has the advantage 
of being linked to West 
Nottinghamshire College and the 
University of Nottingham, which 
means students will get academic 
support from both organisations. 

“Already these students are 
thriving in this fantastic facility 
and showing new confidence.”

School rolls out red carpet 

Health and social care student Lauren Bills shows Lord Bilimoria  
the science lab equipment.
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Lord Bilimoria (right) unveils the official plaque, joined by chair of the 
studio school board and principal of sponsor West Nottinghamshire 
College, Dame Asha Khemka, and principal Andy Campbell.



Students were given the 
opportunity to democratically-
elect their chosen representatives  
of our first-ever student council.
After presenting their manifestos and rallying support, 
Kerisha Brocklehurst, Sam Harris and Max Payne were 
selected as the Year 10 representatives. 
 
Sarah Skeavington and Jenni Allen were the winning 
Year 12 candidates.
 
The student council met for the first time on 24 February 
and the young representatives are very excited about 
their new positions.

Kerisha said: “I’m really glad I won, I wanted it so much. 
I want to be a good ambassador for the students.” 

The aim of the student council is to give students a 
‘voice’ and a platform to discuss issues that affect them 
and their learning at the school.

Going underground 
Students visited the National Coal 
Mining Museum as part of a project 
to learn about our area’s mining 
heritage and history.
The trip provided an eye-opening experience for both students 
and staff, who descended 450 feet down one of the oldest 
working mines in England – with students testing their maths 
skills by calculating the time it would take to reach the bottom.

Specialist guides took them through a mile-long section of the 
pit at the popular attraction at the site of Caphouse Colliery in 
Overton, near Wakefield, West Yorkshire.  
 
This provided a unique opportunity to explore the tunnels 
where miners plied their trade and recreation areas where they 
downed tools for ‘snap time’.

Students also got a taste of what life may have been like for 
children working in a coal mine – and there were even one or 
two ghost stories along the way!

Back in the classroom, students wrote from the perspective of  
a coal-miner to help them with their creative writing skills.

News round-up
Activities outside the classroom are often every bit as important as the 
great teaching and learning that takes place inside them.

From social action projects and educational visits, to careers fairs and 
student elections – it’s certainly been a busy first few months for the school! 

These are just some of the exciting things students have been involved in…

Giving students a voice

Student council representatives (back, from left) Sam, Kerisha 
and Max and (front, from left) Sarah and Jenni.



Careers fair  
just the job
Work experience and 
employment opportunities 
in the adult social care sector 
were promoted to students, 
courtesy of a careers fair at  
the school.

Health and social care student Hope Harris, 
14, (left) talks to Natalie Tideswell about work 
placement opportunities at Direct Health.

Paul McKay, service director for access and public 
protection at Nottinghamshire County Council, 
gave a talk on the work placements available while 
representatives from various care-providers held 
information stands.

Direct Health, which operates in Mansfield and 
Ashfield, was one of the companies represented.

Its regional recruiter, Natalie Tideswell, said: “This 
was a great chance to explain to students what 
domiciliary care is and how it can lead to other 
professions such as social work and nursing.

“We want to help students get into work, so the 
careers event was an ideal way of promoting 
placements within our company, which could 
possibly turn into full-time employment once they 
leave school.

“It’s all about giving students a head-start and I was 
really impressed by their enthusiasm and interest.”

Principal Andy Campbell said: “Opening students’ 
eyes to the world of work through close engagement 
with employers is at the heart of what we do.”

Into the forest
The school joined forces with the 
Forestry Commission on a social 
action project to clean-up and 
maintain a former pit site-turned-
public woodland.
A group of Year 10 students have been busy transforming 
a section of Boundary Wood, Blidworth, to develop their 
environmental conservation skills.

Working with ranger Seb Tike, the young volunteers were 
taught new skills in the maintenance of woodland areas 
including chopping and clearing trees to keep the public 
safe.

The 14-week project saw the young volunteers show their 
true grit and determination by spending one-day-per-week 
working in the great outdoors throughout the cold winter 
months.

The Forestry Commission was so impressed by their efforts 
they have given the school the privilege of continuing as a 
self-managed group.

This means we can continue our environmental work 
in certain parts of the forest and report back to Seb on 
progress.

Jamie Wragg, lead business and personal coach, said: 
“Social action projects are important to our students’ 
development. They are also great things to talk about in 
a job interview – in particular, how they have contributed 
to their local community, while also demonstrating to a 
future employer that they have an endorsement from a 
large organisation such as the Forestry Commission.”
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Students (from left) Carl Radford, Sobika Selvam, Tommi Lea Grainger, 
Ky Thorpe, Tom Sefton, Nathan Paling, Max Payne and Sam Downs at 
Boundary Wood.



What our students say

We caught up with engineering 
students Cerys Godber (Year 10)  
and Sam Eames (Year 12), and health  
and care students Bryonie Barlow 
(Year 10) and Tyler Tarft (Year 12) to 
get their thoughts on Vision Studio 
School.
What helped you decide to apply?

Cerys: “I liked that you can do a BTEC and GCSEs as well as work 
experience. I just think it sounded like a better education.” 

Sam: “I had a tour around West Notts College and they 
mentioned the school. I thought I’d enjoy it. I liked the business 
dress code and the idea of looking professional.”

Bryonie: “The head of year at my previous school told me about 
it. I spoke to my mum and attended the open evening and 
then applied. I thought it’d give me a better chance of exam 
preparation.” 

How has it gone so far? And what are you looking forward  
to next?

Cerys: “Really well. I enjoy going to the Engineering Innovation 
Centre and the practical work. I’m looking forward to doing 
work experience.” 

Bryonie: “Great! I like the lesson activities and there’s loads 
of support. I’m hoping to tour the Virgin Atlantic Centre and 
hopefully experience working in a hospital too.”

Tyler: “It’s gone well. I get all the help I need on tasks. I’m 
looking forward to starting my placement at Portland College, 
supporting young adults with learning difficulties.”

Has the school met or exceeded your expectations?

Cerys: “Exceeded. You have smaller classes and one-to-one 
talks, so it’s easier to concentrate and you get more done.” 

Sam: “Definitely exceeded. I’d never done engineering 
before but the school trusted me to do the level 3, so I’ve 
got more confidence now.” 

Tyler: “Although I didn’t have a health and social care 
background, I’m now feeling more confident in this area. So 
it’s exceeded my expectations.”

Do you think coming to Vision Studio School will help in your 
chosen career? 

Cerys: “Yes. The work experience will show I’m used to that 
type of environment and that I’ve had a unique and focused 
education.”

Sam: “I do. I think the working environment really helps 
prepare you for work. It’s a smaller school and I think it’s 
good for employers to see that.”

Tyler: “I think it’ll help me get the grades needed to go into 
further training, and I’ll also have work experience too.”

What advice would you give to somebody thinking of 
applying? 

Bryonie: “Trust your instincts! It’s the best decision I’ve ever 
made.”

Sam: “Don’t expect it to be easy – but if you think you’ll 
enjoy the challenge, then do it. It’ll help you get a better 
work ethic.” 

Tyler: “Apply, because the people are friendly and the school 
will help you get the grades you want.” 

Students (from left) Tyler, Sam, both 16, Cerys, 15,  
and Bryonie, 14, share their experiences.



Meet the team

Here, we continue our profiles of the fantastic people that work at our 
new school. We’ll feature some more in the next issue!
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SARAH LEE
PERSONAL COACH

Sarah has worked to support and 

develop young people all across the 

world – from running Girl Guide groups 

locally, teaching archery in the Isle of 

Wight to developing wilderness survival 

skills in Canada.

She’s continued this supportive 

approach throughout her career in 

Further and Higher Education, helping 

young people to fulfil their potential.

Sarah is excited by the opportunity 

to help students in her hometown 

access learning in a practical way – and 

encouraging them to achieve “more 

than they think they’re capable of”.

excited by the opportunity to help 

students in her hometown 

wants to help students progress  

into the job of their dreams

Rob has taught across a wide and varied 

age range since beginning his teaching 

career 11 years ago – including mixed-

ability GCSE groups in schools and, 

until recently, AS and A-Level classes in 

English literature and language at West 

Nottinghamshire College.

He enjoys creating a “positive and 

varied learning environment” to ensure 

students of all abilities achieve their 

individual academic and vocational 

targets. 

Above all, Rob wants to help students 

grow in confidence and become 

independent, successful learners – and, 

ultimately, progress into the job of their 

dreams.

Rebecca joined us after a successful seven-

year spell in the health and fitness sector, 

where she performed a variety of roles – from 

front-of-house and administration, to sales 

and management. 

A criminology graduate, she was attracted by 

the challenge of embarking on the “exciting 

move” into the education sector.

Rebecca is a highly-organised individual 

who is proud to provide a “friendly and 

approachable” reception service. She 

loves the energy and enthusiasm of young 

people – in particular, seeing them mature 

into young, professional adults.

REBECCA GRAINGER
CENTRE CO-ORDINATOR

ROB PENN
LEAD LEARNING COACH: ENGLISH

loves the energy 

and enthusiasm of 

young people



What parents say
We’ve already heard from some of our students about their positive 
experiences at the studio school. Here, parents tell us how their child  
has benefited from joining us… 

www.visionstudioschool.co.uk /visionstudioschool @VStudioSchool  
info@visionstudioschool.co.uk  01623 413622      

We specialise in preparing young people for a career in engineering or  
health and social care – and with over 60 local businesses ready to offer  
work placements to our students, it’s a great way to get ‘work-ready’.

Places are still available for Year 10 starting in September 2015.

IS YOUR CHILD THINKING  
ABOUT YEAR 10 OPTIONS?  

“For the first time in his school life my son feels happy that he is achieving and working well. He 

loves the challenge that learning engineering brings; both in written facts and in the hands-on 

practical work.

“I am just glad there is a unique way of learning now available to those who thrive best in this kind  

of environment” – Lisa Hart-Leverton, parent of level 2 engineering student Charlie (Year 10)

“Since starting Vision Studio School my daughter has become a more confident, enthusiastic and 

engaging individual. I’ve seen what a positive and encouraging role the school has on my daughter,  

in all aspects of learning” – Claire Bryan, parent of level 2 health and social care student Katie (Year 10)

“My daughter is given more respect than at previous schools and is more confident and happier since 

she started. Well done Vision Studio School” – Barbara Skeavington, parent of level 3 health and social 

care student Sarah (Year 12)
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Join us at one of our up-and-coming information evenings to tour  
the school, meet the principal/deputy principal and find out more.

18 March and 20 April 2015, 6-7.30pm
To book your place, please call Steph Hoult on 01623 627191 ext 8286 or email stephanie.hoult@wnc.ac.uk

Vision Studio School, Chesterfield Road South, Mansfield, Nottinghamshire, NG19 7BB


